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PASTOR'S
MESSAGE
Post Easter/Pre Pentecost
We are transitioning from
the events in Jerusalem,
2,000 years ago, when
Jesus died and became
known to the apostles in a
new way, to that moment
[about] 50 days later when
the apostles were huddled
in fear, hiding from those
who wished to eradicate
their message. There, in
the relative safety of
obscurity, they were transformed when a powerful
experience of God’s surging energy infused them with purpose.
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Only through transformation did their lives begin to make sense. Their purpose clear, they became
powerful witnesses to the Good News Jesus had proclaimed.
May we all find time to reflect on these issues and what this asks of us. Through transformation came
purpose and from purpose came action.
May we all find our purpose and pursue it in the name of Jesus, the one who calls us to action in these
times of challenge.
May the Peace of Christ be with you.

outreach
April is not over yet, and it’s
not too late to contribute
to the UCC ministry
“Neighbors in Need”. This
ministry focuses on
supporting justice and
compassion in the form of
grants. One third of funds
collected is earmarked for
the Council for American
Indian Ministry. The
remaining two thirds is
distributed to organizations
and projects such as serving the homeless and our immigrant neighbors. These funds remain in the U.S.
May is just around the corner, and the wildly popular Church World Services “Blankets and Tools” drive! Just
$10 buys a blanket that can be used for shelter or warmth. Please contribute as you are able to this worthy
cause.
The basket is still outside the office door to receive shoes for Soles for Souls. Rev. Bonnie has been busy
packing and sending the shoes off. Thank You!
We continue to gather and deliver groceries to St John’s food pantry, and are met with happy smiles each
week. Thanks to all who support this wonderful partnership bringing comfort to the many who cannot feed
their families . Every little bit helps.
Our Congregation certainly has been living our motto You Can Count on Us!
Andrea for Outreach

Council Minutes
April 13, 2022
The meeting was called to order by Keith Young at 7pm. Rev. Anton opened with a prayer. In attendance
were Amy Cosgrove, Anton DeWet, Andrea Hanulec, Edgar Goodale, Ann Priapi, Kathy Stapon and Keith Young.
Keith thanked everyone for coming. The minutes of the last meeting had been published in the newsletter. Edgar
motioned to accept them without any corrections or additions. Kathy seconded the motion.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Edgar presented his report reflecting the church’s finances through 3/31/22. He went over the different
aspects and summarized by saying we are in good condition financially and on track for the first quarter in terms
of pledges collected.
PASTOR’S REPORT
Rev. Anton updated the council on the status of some of our friends and members who face health
issues. He also told us about a request he recently received. George Reeve’s cousin gave the church a picture
that has been on display in the back of the sanctuary. The request was that a plaque be made and put with the
picture to memorialize the donation.

Anton asked Keith to write up a short item for his weekly email about the informational meeting planned
for 4/24.
Anton brought up the need to schedule the repairs to the interior of the parish hall soon so that the
space is available for summer worship services. Edgar said he will work on this.
MINISTRY REPORTS

Buildings & Grounds
Keith sent the lease agreement for the downstairs classroom space to Jessica de Vera Wells. She
confirmed her acceptance of all our terms and added these requests: that the floors be cleaned and waxed by
August 1 of 2022 and 2023, that she be allowed to have a preschool class two mornings per week and a
preschool camp class in the summer of 2023. She understands and will comply with the safe church policy which
requires two adults always be present when children are on the grounds or in the building. Anton will double
check on the floor maintenance. The members present felt we could honor her requests without needing to
modify the written lease.
The downstairs back door lock has
been modified by a locksmith to allow
Jessica access to the classroom. She will be
given two keys. There is a hasp on the
inside door to the classroom, she’ll need to
get a padlock to secure the space. The
church needs to have a key to this lock for
security purposes. Also, we will need to ask
Jessica for a schedule of her classes.
Gail Evans has tried repeatedly to
contact Marica Kramer, the former play
school teacher, about returning her keys to
the building. She has not been successful.
Edgar volunteered to contact Mrs. Kramer’s
son, who works at RBSC, to see if he can
get them.
A second air conditioner is needed
for the church office in where Gail’s desk is.
Keith said he will get it.
Edgar updated the progress on
remaining repairs to the steeple. Once
these are done, we need to get estimates
on a new roof and exterior trim. He
predicted that the cost would be six figures.
Lastly there are some cracks in the driveway
pavement that should be filled.

Outreach
Andrea reported that the April collection for Neighbors in Need is underway, having placed envelopes in
the pews has helped in getting donations. Our focus in May will be blankets and tools through Church World
Service. The local food pantry, at St. John’s, faces ongoing need for contributions. Old Steeple friends and
members continue to bring food donations here every Sunday in support of the pantry.

Worship
Kathy will prepare communion for tomorrow’s Maundy Thursday service (here at 7pm). On Saturday
morning from 10-12 she will be here to receive Easter flower drop offs. The Easter egg hunt after Sunday’s
service may be held inside if the weather is not good. There will not be live chicks this year for the children’s
message.
Our current masking recommendation will continue and seems to be working well. Finally, Kathy will be
away on Sunday 5/1, the council will need to cover for her.

Welcoming / Advertising
We need signs for the 7/23 chicken barbeque. Amy said we may be able to use last year’s if we change
the date on the old signs. Keith and Anton suggested that Lisa may be able to help with this. The new website
is working very well and the designer continues to be helpful with tweaking it.

Caring
The collection from Maundy Thursday service will go to
Ukraine relief. It will be put through our church’s books and
Edgar will cut a check for the Ukrainian church in Riverhead.

•

CONTINUING & NEW BUSINESS
• New AA meeting request: Keith read a letter asking us to
consider agreeing to a Saturday morning AA meeting in the
fellowship hall. After some discussion Keith will ask Rick
Reeve to respond. At this time, we are not in favor of this
additional meeting.
• Time Capsule: Kevin Goodale has sealed the metal box and
will put it back up in the steeple. Keith thought it a good idea
to record its location in church records.
• Chicken BBQ; plans are underway. Anton will speak with
George and Paul Reeve about the vegetables and watermelon
for 7/23/22.
• Easter Flowers: plans have been made and publicized.
• Membership List: Keith has put this on his list.
4/24/22 Meeting after worship: the purpose will be to answer questions (if we can) and present
information on the process of finding an interim pastor. The council will start the search after this
meeting.
Respectfully submitted, Ann Priapi, Clerk

PRAYER LIST

Please let us know of any additions or changes. Contact the church office at 631-722-3070; or e-mail
oldsteeplecc@gmail.com. Include your name, and let that person know that those at Old Steeple will be
praying for them.

SPIRITUAL, MENTAL AND PHYSICAL HEALTH
Proverbs 3:27
Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due,
when it is in your power to do it.

4 Health Benefits of Giving to Others
Giving to those less fortunate than yourself can have long-lasting physical and
psychological benefits.
Charity can boost both mental and physical health. Research shows that those
who volunteer live longer and have happier lives. Charitable giving delivers a host
of benefits to the body and brain. So, whether you give your time or money, you
can experience:
•

Lower blood pressure.

•

Lower stress levels.

•

Less anxiety and depression.

•

Increased self-esteem.

Four reasons to begin a tradition of giving:
1. Giving makes you feel happy. Your brain's pleasure circuits are
stimulated by acts of charity and release "good feeling" chemicals such
as endorphins, which give you a sense of euphoria, and oxytocin, which
promotes tranquility and inner peace.
2. Giving is good for your health. Stress is the catalyst for many known
health issues. Giving has been proven to decrease blood pressure and
reduce stress. This reduction promotes longer life and better health.
3. Giving promotes social connection. Studies show that when you give
to others, your generosity is often continued down the line to someone
else, or returned to you. This strengthens our ties to each other.
4. Giving is contagious. When one person gives, it inspires others to do
the same.
Kitty Stafford, RN, BSN, MHA, BC is the Nursing Director, Adult Services at Behavioral Health Services
https://www.conehealth.com/services/behavioral-health/4-health-benefits-of-giving-to-others-/

