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PASTOR'S
MESSAGE
Hang in There…
Using the ocean as a
metaphor for life, we
probably live most of life on
the surface. Here we face
the waves, the storms, the
calm (hopefully often) and
once in a while an
irresponsible albatross picking us to deposit its digested
catch of the day. It’s a
mixed bag.
It can be an exhausting
place to exist and between
the good times and the
tough times we give it all we have got.
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When feeling overwhelmed, it might be good to stop thrashing around in the waves, and to sink a
little deeper where the sounds are muffled and where there is calm and a healing beauty. In fact, if
we hope to remain strong and cope with the waves that bash us every day, then these moments of
calm become our way to a happier, healthier and more fulfilling life.
When things get tough, remember this metaphor, allow yourself to sink a little deeper where there is
greater calm, and give hope an opportunity to grow in this sanctuary.
Enjoy what’s left of the summer.
Anton.

Ps. 23 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; he
leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. May it be so…

outreach
Our September special collection is for Maureen’s Haven. It may not feel like it now, however, the cold
weather is coming and we will again be hosting Maureen’s Haven twice a month at Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church. Our goal is $ 1,200. We all know the price of items is higher, and we need help paying for food and
other items needed for Maureen’s Haven. Any help is greatly appreciated.
OCWM (Our Church’s Wider Mission) was the focus for the month of August. Old Steeple Church is a part of the
United Church of Christ. All across America we unite as congregations, to help fund the life of the church. Even
though it was August’s outreach mission, it’s still not too late to give donations!
Andrea Hanulec

The school supplies were dropped
off at Roanoke Elementary
School in Riverhead. 50
completely filled book bags, and
extra glue, notebooks, wipes and
crayons. The staff were extremely
grateful for the support from Old
Steeple Church! A very special
thank you to everyone that
donated and also to those who
helped put the supplies in the
book bags.
Mignon Osmer

We received this message from Everett …

Get your tickets!

Council Minutes
August 10, 2022 Council Meeting Minutes
Moderator Keith Young called the meeting to order at 7pm. Members present were Amy Cosgrove, Edgar
Goodale, Ann Priapi, Rick Reeve, Kathy Stapon, Liz Wines, Rev. Anton DeWet and Keith Young. Rev. Anton led
us in prayer. Keith thanked everyone for their help on the chicken barbecue and described it as a big success.
The minutes of the June 8th meeting were published in the last newsletter. Rick made a motion to accept them
with no additions or corrections and Liz seconded it.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Edgar went over his monthly report. The proceeds from the barbecue are close to five thousand dollars
over the budget, even after our expenses were deducted. He suggested that we use the excess money for an
outreach project. Next year he wants to serve 700 dinners. He reported that July was a good month for the
endowment, $7300 has come in for outreach since January, the driveway work has been paid and that we are
a little behind on pledges. At September’s council meeting we’ll discuss the budget for 2023. Edgar asked for
any requests, out of the ordinary, to be submitted to him by Sept.10th. We briefly talked about the fact that we
may need to hire someone part time to take care of visitations, funerals and such after Anton has left.
PASTOR’S REPORT
Anton let us know that the memorial service for Bob Fraser will be held on August 27th at 11am. He
asked to move up his final Sunday with us to November 20th because he still has unused vacation time. The
council approved this request. Then Anton said it is not too early to start contacting supply pastors to find out
who may or may not be available to fill the pulpit once he is gone. The members agreed we should try to find
a minister, or ministers, to take us through Advent.
MINISTRY REPORTS

Buildings and Grounds
Rick will replace the clips on the rope for the flagpole in the front. The damage to the fence around the
playground happened after 8pm the day of the barbecue and before worship at 9 the next day. Edgar will check
with his son Kevin about repairing it. The tree work on the north side of the parsonage needs to be done. Anton
asked that the chain across the driveway be replaced and that the handicap parking signs be cleaned.

Outreach
Andrea was absent so Amy gave her report. In August we are collecting for OCWM and in September for
Maureen’s Haven. The stock at St. John’s food pantry is still very low
The Search for Our
and they especially welcome donations of fresh produce in addition to
nonperishable items.
Next Settled Pastor

Worship
Kathy suggested that this Sunday’s 9am worship service be on
the lawn at the parsonage. Guy Fein was hospitalized recently and is
now home. Everyone agreed with this idea, weather permitting.

Welcoming / Advertising
No report.

Caring
Liz recently called Scotty Robinson, Donna Atkins and Guy Fein.
SEARCH PROCESS
Keith let us know that Rev. Shernell Edney Stilley, an Associate
Conference Minister for Congregational Vitality, has been assigned to
Old Steeple to support our transition to a new settled pastor. Ann
reported that three members have agreed to serve on the search
committee and one has volunteered to take care of correspondence and
paperwork for the committee. This individual will not be an official

Continues
The NY UCC conference has
assigned Rev. Shernell Edney
Stilley to support Old Steeple
through the transition to a new
pastor. The Church by-laws state
that the search committee should
be made up of five who are church
members. These members are:
Barbara Crowley, Nancy Goodale,
Ann Priapi, George Reeve, and Fay
Young – with Jean Lapinski
handling administration for the
committee.

member of the committee. The council is waiting to hear back from two members who have been asked to
serve. Ann will write a newsletter item to update the congregation.
CONTINUING and NEW BUSINESS
The recent barbecue was discussed. Ann distributed a list of notes and suggestions for next year and asked the
council for input. A copy will be put into the notebook which is kept in the church office.
Ann asked for ideas for a farewell dinner or lunch for Anton and Henza. Anton suggested a potluck lunch in Luce
Hall after his last worship service and that he would like members of the Riverhead Clergy Council to be invited.
Anton said that the missing AED has been found in an upstairs closet and placed back in its cabinet.
Keith brought up taking the Covid-19 waiver out of the church’s rental agreement form. The council members
thought he should go ahead and ask Gail to remove it.
Keith has been in contact with Jessica de Vera Wells about the downstairs classroom rental. We don’t have any
proof that she secured insurance for using the classroom space yet, but she told him she has it. He’ll ask her for
documentation. She recently raised the issue of radiation from the cell phone antennas which are in the steeple.
Keith contacted our consultant, Michael Gerard, who provided information addressing the safety and FCC
requirements of the three cell antennas in the steeple. He emailed this to Jessica and willl ask Gail to keep the
information on file should the issue come up again. Finally, Jessica plans to truck in mulch for the fenced in
playground.
Respectfully submitted, Ann Priapi, Clerk

PRAYER LIST
Prayers & Concerns:
Those in harm’s way who serve our country including Christopher Mascia,
Ben Pileski, William Gilmore Jr., and Justin Kruel.
Our Prayer List includes those in hospital, at home recovering or
taking extra COVID precautions:
Ray Atkins
Heather Barrett
Grace De Friest
Robin Duvall
Barbara Fein
Guy Fein
Hannah Galinski
Bo Goodale
Gene Goodale
Geraldine Hulse
Lucas Mascia
Arthur Miller & Rev. Bonnie
Patricia Overs
Scotty Robertson
Everett Rosset
Arthur Schnell
Fred Sherman
Beverly Sherman
Rachel Sirel
Walter and Betty Stewart
Alice Summerville
Please let us know of any additions or changes. Contact the church office at 631-722-3070;
or e-mail oldsteeplecc@gmail.com. Include your name, and let that person know
that those at Old Steeple will be praying for them.

