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PURCHASE TICKETS:
| call 631-722-3070
or email oldsteeplecc@gmail.com
| (office hours: Tu, W, Th 9-2)
also available 'at the door'

Live Music

$20 admission
Mask wearing is mandatory.

! All proceeds go towards Old Steeple’s Scholarship Fund!

I Old Steeple Community Church * 656 Main Road, Aquebogue * 631-722-3070
oldsteeplecommunitychurch.org ° oldsteeplecc@gmail.com
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The Council special meeting was called to discuss an
by the play -school. The meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm by
attendance via Zoom were Amy Cosgrove, Pastor Anton D
Goodale, Rev. Janet Wright and Keith Young.

Donna Doroszka stated that Jessica Wells
previously used by Marica Kramer for the play
for $425 per month.

Edgar Goodale, our treasurer, will do some research
on some of the financial questions raised at the meetin g.

Several questions were set before the assembly.

1) We would like to know what Jessica would be teaching.
Would she be following the nursery school format or was
she thinking about providing a Ohome schoolO setting.

2) We would require Jessica to have insurance on her
entity. She would be covered by our General Liability, bu t

she would need her  own policy.

3) Would she be interested in the use of the playgro und?
If so, she would need to know that she would be resp onsible
for the maintenance of the area.

4) If we enter into a contract with Jessica, we shou Id state

clearly what support would b e included in the $425 per
month, such as cleaning supplies, paper products and
additional space N meaning the use of Fellowship Hall and
the kitchen area.

5) It was firmly expressed that all responsibilities and
expectations must be clearly writtenin t he contract so there
would be no gray areas of concern.

There was a lengthy discussion of these items but
there was no specific conclusion reached. We would need
more information from Jessica. Donna Doroszka stated sh e
would contact Jessica and report ba ck. Keith Young felt it
was a good thing to have the group in our building as a
community service.

As we were discussing the Fellowship Hall,
Fellowship Hall clean. Pastor Anton and his wife, He
Saturday and Sunday afternoons and it was noticed tha
up after themselves. Edgar Goodale suggested that our sexton
expect. Amy Cosgrove mentioned that we must be better with o
our expectations. We will investigate to see if there
the church building easier for the Sexton. As we did not k
contracted for, it was thought that she is allowed 10 ho
to complete tasks. Keith Young will be in conversation with our

inquiry concerning the space that was vacated

the Moderator, Keith Young. Those in

eWet, Donna Doroszka, Lisa Drozd, Edgar

-DeVera was interested in renting the space that was
-school. It was declared that Ma

rica was renting the space
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Pastor Anton stated his concern about keeping the

nza, have been setting up for our worship service on

tthe AA groups and the NA groups are not cleaning
may function better if she knows what we

ur communication and very clear about

are other tools and equipment that may make cleaning
now how many hours a week our sexton is
urs per week. Perhaps the sexton needs more hours

sexton. Donna Doroszka suggested that

perhaps the mops and brooms could be kept in the supply area when not in use.

On another note of business, the updated reportont
the shingles. They will be doing an abatement and sending off the
hold up the placement of the new steeple until sometime in the future

he steeple is that there may be asbestos under

samples to a lab fo  r review. This will




There was a discussion about using part of the old s teeple for another purpose. Keith reported that
Michael Gerard is unsure if any of the steeple can b esaved. If it can be saved, we would like a section from
thetop. Ifit  cannot be saved, we would like it disposed of. We are hopin g that the top metal part with the
weathervane can be used again at the top of the new steeple . Edgar put forth the opinion that if th e
weather vane cannot be saved, we should replace it with a new one. !

Pastor Anton asked if the parsonage could have a loa d of mulch for the gardens that he and Henza
have loving developed. Rick Reeve will donate a load o f mulch for the parsonage. There was a brief
discussion about how the mulch would be delivered and Edgar Goodale stated he would take care of it.

Due to the delay in the replacement of the steeple, the south wall of the Fellowship Hall will need to
wait on the repair. Edgar Goodale and son, Kevin, will work o n the wall when it is safe to do so.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:42 pm
Respect fully Submitted,  Rev. Janet Wright , Clerk
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Report of the Annual Meeting of the New York State Co nference,
United Church of Christ

The New York State Conference met for their Annual M eeting on Sunday, July 11 through
Wednesday July 14. The Meeting was called to order o n Sunday afternoon, July 11. In the usual fashion,
there were introductions, acceptance of Standing Rules, Approval of Agenda, Declaration of Quorum and
the Official Welcome from our Conference Moderator, Dona Ro Il.

The Conference Minister, Rev. David Gaewski, brought greetings. We had brief reports from the New
York Council of Churches, given by Peter Cook, greet ings f rom our German partners of Frankfort and Berlin,
and a report about the Capital Campaign for setting up an Endowment F und for the New York State
Conference from Jonathan Lee.

A few years ago the Conference decided that purchasi ng a permanent official resi  dence was more
ecumenical than renting or leasing. The Conference found a suitable building in DeWitt, New York, outside

the city of Syracuse. It was dedicated as the OAmistad CenterO

and served the conference well. As circumstances changed

over the years, the maintenance on the building became
overwhelming. The conference had hoped to rent out space to
other organizations but that situation did not work out. W ith
the arrival of the devastating Covid -19 pandemic, the
conference put the building up for sale and, fortunately, it was
sold for the asking price. The files will remain with t hose who
need them and a decommissioning Liturgy was developed.

There is a video of the ceremony for anyone to view.

The first Plenary ended with a joint Worship Service with
the General Synod, which was also held virtually.
Monday, July 10, was the second Plenary of the New Y ork

Conference. There followed ministry reports with highlights of
the year in review. Many churches throughout the state sent
videos and they were incor  porated into a lovely film which

featured the work and worship of our local churches. ol
Steeple was represented with a view of one of our op en air
worship services on the lawn of the parsonage.

Recognition of the ONA ( Open and Affirming) and WIS E
(chur ches welcoming persons with disabilities) congregations
in New York was next on the agenda.. The ONew and Right

Spiritd program was highlighted as well. This program will
provide information to our congregations, educating them

about the biases and racism that is so deeply ingrained in our ps yche. The New York School of Ministry
continues to present valuable courses for t hose who feel a call to ministry as well as many leadershi p
programs.

Two Global Mission Awards were given. The Dr. Gordon F. Comstock Medical and Healthcare Award
was presented to Dr. Karen Dorsey -Sheares, For Excellence in Ministries to Global Medical a nd Healthcare
Service. Dr. Dorsey -Sheaves worked with the population of Puerto Rico fo llowing the devastation of their
island due to hurricanes.

The David G. Southard, Sr. Award was presented to Re v. Dr. Damaris Whittaker on behalf of the
Fort Washington  Collegiate Church,  For Ministries to the Global Church and Generous Lov e to the
Community.

There was a report on Youth and Technology from Rev. Ryan Henderson, who covers both of these
diverse formats. A short account about Search and Call within ou r stat e was also shared.

A brief worshipful moment was shared before the Stat e Conference joined the General Synod and
heard the Keynote Speaker.

Wednesday, July 14th was a business meeting. The Gov ernance Committee (Nominating

committee) presented the slate of officers. The following are the officers of the New Yor k Conference, UCC:



Moderator (term ends 2022)
Vice - Moderator (terms ends 2022)

Ms. Dona Roll
Rev. Judy VanKennen

Secretary Rev. Barbara Wright

Treasurer Ms. Yvette Wynn
Conference Board

Class of 2022

Rev. Valerie Ross (first term) Metro

Vacant (first term) Black River/St. Lawrence

Rev. Valerie Meyer (second term) GVA

Class of 2023

John Zollweg (first term) Susguehanna

Rev. Janet Wright (first term) Suffol k

Jane Lytle (first term) Western

Rev. Damaris Whittiker (second term) Reformed

Class of 2024

Rev. John Sampso (second term) Essex

Bob Welcher Oneida

Vacant HMA

All these officers were duly elected for 2022.

A gentlemen from the Pen  sion Board of the UCC, Paul Ramsey, and our conference minister, Rev.
David Gaewski, spoke about the Olnspired to Serve GodO Capital Campaign for the New York
Conference. Itis an important step to keep our finances solvent. Each church will receive inform ation about
donating to this fund.

The TreasurerOs (Yvette Wynn and David Losito) repor
and hopes that securing funding from an endowment fund, the
to support the state® s many ministries. The 2022 Budget was presented. The b
and a motion was put forward. The Budget passed.

Rev. David Gaewski gave at state of the Conference a
compassion, supportand car e to many ministries around
the state.

twas given. The State is running on a deficit
Olnspired to Serve GodO Fund, will help
udget was fully explained

ddress. New York UCC is active and providing

Rev. Gaewski extended the invitation to the
Conference to attend the Annual Meeting at Silver Bay
YMCA June 9 - 12, 2022. June 9th will be for a ministers
retreat and the full conference will begin on the 10th of
June.

It was noted that a movie would be presented on
Thursday, July 15 called, OKiss the GroundO. This fil m
addresses our concerns over the Climate Change issue.

It is presented by Rev. Heather Moody.

At this point, the Wednesday Plenary ended and
the gro up transitioned to the 8 pm Worship service atthe
General Synod.

Friday, July 16 found the UCCNY spending time with t he General Synod programs.

Saturday, July 17, was a day of sharing time without German partners virtually. Time was set aside
to have a discussion about Global Ministries with Rev. Phylli s Byrd (from Kenya) and Rachael Pellett
(Jamacia). The Pension Board held a Recognition time for retirees (UCC Annuitants only). The last program
on this day was a OCoffee HourO with Dona Roll, the Confe rence Moderator, and moderators from the
various Associations through ~ out the state.

On Sunday, July 18th, an all UCCNY Conference Worship
the closing Worship service for the Conference. The offering i
program.

Service was held on YouTube. This was
s dedicated to the ~ ONew and Right SpiritO

Report respectfully submitted, Rev. Janet Wright
I






